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Synopsis

While the Civil War raged in the East and South, Dakota Indians in Minnesota erupted violently into
action against white settlers, igniting the tragic Dakota War of 1862. Hemmed in on a narrow
reservation along the upper Minnesota River, the Dakota (Sioux) were frustrated by broken treaties,
angered by dishonest agents and traders, and near starvation because of crop failures and late
annuity payments.Led by Little Crow, Dakota warriors attacked the Redwood and Yellow Medicine
Indian agencies and all whites living on their former lands in southwestern Minnesota. They killed
more than 450 whites and took some 250 white and mixed-blood prisoners during the 38-day
conflict. White civilians and military units commanded by Henry H. Sibley defended towns and forts,
pursued warriors, and eventually forced the Indians to surrender or flee westward. The penalties
imposed by vengeful whites were swift and devastating. The federal government hanged 38 Dakota
men in the largest mass execution in U.S. history, 300 were imprisoned, and the Dakota people

were banished from the state.
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Customer Reviews

A coffee table book that covers the main points of the Dakota uprising of 1862, but also has a very

questionable view of Colonel Sibley, who led the marshaled American forces against the Sioux. This
book is overpriced for what it offers and there are a number of publications on that sad time that are
much more thorough. It is however, filled with photos and illustrations, unlike most other publications

on this subject. That, together with putting forth a relatively accurate, concise recounting of the



Sioux uprising that could well stir a reader to dig deeper, earns it four stars.

A readable and yet scholarly recounting of those terrible times in a relatively compact format.

Sometimes used for college classes. Every resident of Minnesota ought to know at least this much

about these events.

Very informative and | also had ancestors in it.

Good book, and very informative.

A must reading for every Minnesotan about an important, and oft neglected chapter in its history.

Very informativelnteresting

This book is a good supplement to other publications releated to the same topic, and is easy to read

and understand.

The book is in good shape, | just wish | was able to easily return it. It was not needed for my class! :(
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